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“This is a probing, thoughtful, and sensitive discussion of belief in
God. Jon Mills integrates philosophy, psychology, and
psychoanalysis to provide a comprehensive and penetrating
account of the nature of belief. His two main theses strike me as
clearly correct: (a) there is no God and (b) the idea of God is a deep
seated and natural part of the human psyche.”
– Colin McGinn, philosopher, author of Prehension and numerous books
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“Atheism has been waiting for its philosophical psychologist. Dr.
Jon Mills fulfils that role expertly, with his clinical discernment and
humanist temperament. God can be a persuasive idea due to
human frailties and fantasies, but Dr. Mills explains how anyone
can control and dismiss that idea’s power over their minds. His
readers are in the finest caring hands as they learn how authentic
and fulfilling a secular life philosophy can be.”
– Dr. John R. Shook, author of The God Debates

“An amazingly wide-ranging and provocative work.”
– Professor Robert A. Segal, Sixth Century Chair in Religious Studies,
University of Aberdeen

“We need a new worldview that gives individuals meaning and
unites us as a species. Jon Mills’ Inventing God does just this,
beautifully and powerfully outlining a humanist perspective that
can be embraced by all.”
– Michael Shermer, Publisher of Skeptic magazine; monthly columnist for Scientific
American; author of The Moral Arc

The Philosophy & Psychoanalysis book series
is dedicated to current developments and cutting
edge research in the philosophical sciences,
phenomenology, hermeneutics, existentialism,
logic, semiotics, cultural studies, social criticism,
and the humanities that engage and enrich
psychoanalytic thought through philosophical
rigor. With the philosophical turn in
psychoanalysis comes a new era of theoretical
research that revisits past paradigms while
invigorating new approaches to theoretical,
historical, contemporary, and applied
psychoanalysis. No subject or discipline is
immune from psychoanalytic reflection within a
philosophical context including psychology,
sociology, anthropology, politics, the arts,
religion, science, culture, physics, and the nature
of morality. Philosophical approaches to
psychoanalysis may stimulate new areas of
knowledge that have conceptual and applied
value beyond the consulting room reflective of
greater society at large. In the spirit of pluralism,
Philosophy & Psychoanalysis is open to any
theoretical school in philosophy and
psychoanalysis that offers novel, scholarly, and
important insights in the way we come to
understand our world.

“This book opens up a great chance for civilizing the (sometimes
aggressive) discussions between believers and non-believers.”
– Professor Robert Pfaller, author of On the Pleasure Principle in Culture

In this controversial book, philosopher and psychoanalyst Jon
Mills argues that God does not exist; and, more provocatively, that
God cannot exist as anything but an idea. Put concisely, God is a
psychological creation signifying ultimate ideality. Mills argues that
the idea or conception of God is the manifestation of humanity’s
denial and response to natural deprivation; a self-relation to an
internalized idealized object, the idealization of imagined value.
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